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come to be alarmed at the divisions within
the Church, and was resolved no longer to
be neutral. She would cast the strength of
her government on the side of the established
order, secure uniformity as a j&rst step towards
unity of feeling, and forbid the propagation,
in print or by speech, of dissident views.
Grindal failed her, and for the last years of
his life was suspended from his office of
archbishop.

Whitgift, supported on the intellectual
side by Hooker and on the practical by
Bancroft, Bishop of London, who was to
succeed him as archbishop, laid the founda-
tions of success. Hooker, one of the greatest
of English thinkers and the first writer of
classical English prose, combated the whole
Puritan position. The Bible, he taught,
is not the sole code of rules for Christians,
nor are they bound mechanically to reproduce
the church government described in it;
and in fact, the government of the first ages
wasL^not Presbyterian. The Church is a
society, and societies, like individuals, have
their right and place in the Providential
order. They grow, and shape themselves.
The visible Church in general, and the English
Church in particular, have shaped themselves
on episcopal lines ; episcopacy is "a sacred